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What Happened?
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On August 11, 2014, the Detroit metro area 

experienced record breaking rain fall, 

ŜȄŎŜŜŘƛƴƎ сέ ƛƴ ŀ п ƘƻǳǊ ǎǇŀƴΣ ŎŀǳǎƛƴƎ 

homes and roadways to become 

overwhelmed with flood waters.

The flood has come and gone, but it has left 

behind a host of problems for thousands of 

homes across Southeast Michigan. 

This flood was the largest FEMA declared 

disaster in 2014, yet it has been largely forgotten 

- except by those still dealing with its aftermath. 
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FEMA Registrants

County/City
Total 

Registrants Total Owners Total Renters Uninsured

Access and 

Functional 

Needs (self-

identified)

Member of 

Household 

Over 65

Minor in 

Household 

Under 18

Macomb County 11,130 7,913 3,168 3,649 174 1,621 4,921

Oakland County 19,035 15,267 3,683 3,737 224 3,672 6,309

Wayne County 99,056 58,859 39,562 66,626 3,285 13,740 44,510

TRI-COUNTY TOTALS 129,221 82,039 46,413 74,012 3,683 19,033 55,740

City of Detroit 74,848 41,967 32,441 56,335 2,790 10,440 33,014

Data provided by FEMA as of 10/5/2015
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Governor Snyder declared the Detroit metro area a 

state of disaster on August 13, 2014, and later 

requested assistance from the federal government. 

On September 24, 2014, President Obama declared 

a federal major disaster , allowing FEMA resources 

to be applied. Below is a summary by county of 

FEMA registrants and approvals.



FEMA Applicant Approval Locations

Hardest hit areas:

48228 - Detroit

48227 - Detroit

48126 - Dearborn

48234 - Detroit

48235 - Detroit
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Below is a map of approved FEMA applications. It should be noted that very few of 
these applications were approved for the full amount requested.

Data provided by FEMA as of 2/4/2015



Flood damage can have a serious impact on resident health:

o Asthma is the most common chronic condition among 

children and is exacerbated by mold and moisture.1 Mold 

exposure has been linked with respiratory illness, such as 

asthma, in otherwise healthy children.2

o Flooded basements can lead to damaged furnaces, 

boilers and hot waters leaving families without adequate 

heat in the frigid Michigan winter months.

o Asbestos exposure can occur when asbestos-containing 

products such as insulation, floor tiles or pipe wrap are 

deteriorated or damaged and can cause mesothelioma, 

asbestosis and lung cancer.3,4

1. "Asthma & Children Fact Sheet."American Lung Association, Sept. 2014. http:// www.lung.org/lung-health-and-diseases/lung-disease-lookup/asthma/learn-about-asthma/asthma-children-facts-sheet.html.
2. "Asthma Triggers: Gain Control."United States Environmental Protection Agency. http:// www2.epa.gov/asthma/asthma-triggers-gain-control.
3. "Asbestos."What We Do. National Center for Healthy Housing. http://www.nchh.org/What-We-Do/Health-Hazards--Prevention--and-Solutions/Asbestos.aspx.
4. "Asbestos."Healthy Air. American Lung Association, 14 July 2015. http:// www.lung.org/our-initiatives/healthy-air/indoor/indoor-air-pollutants/asbestos.html.
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Need for Clean Up & Home Repair

http://www.lung.org/lung-health-and-diseases/lung-disease-lookup/asthma/learn-about-asthma/asthma-children-facts-sheet.html
http://www2.epa.gov/asthma/asthma-triggers-gain-control
http://www.nchh.org/What-We-Do/Health-Hazards--Prevention--and-Solutions/Asbestos.aspx
http://www.lung.org/our-initiatives/healthy-air/indoor/indoor-air-pollutants/asbestos.html


Need for Clean Up & Home Repair
Before the August 2014 flood, Detroit already had 

significant housing issues: 

o According to the 2013 State of Healthy Housing 

ǊŜǇƻǊǘΣ 5ŜǘǊƻƛǘΩǎ ōŀǎƛŎ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ǊŀƴƪŜŘ по ƻǳǘ 

of 44 cities in the US.5

o A study assessing 500 randomly selected homes in 

Detroit found that approximately 63% contain at 

least one serious health or safety hazard with excess 

cold, mold and moisture, and excess heat as the most 

prevalent.6

o In 2015, the Asthma and Allergy Foundation of 

America Asthma Capitals report ranked Detroit as the 

4th most challenging place to live with asthma in the 

U.S., up from 10th in 2014.7

6

63%

% of Detroit homes with serious pre-existing hazards

5. "2013 State of Healthy Housing."http://www.nchh.org/Policy/2013StateofHealthyHousing.aspx. National Center for Healthy 
Housing, 2013. 

6. The Healthy Home Rating System (HHRS) 3-City Study was completed by the Wayne State University Center for Urban Studies 
in July of 2015and was funded by the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development.

7. "Asthma Capitals 2015."www.asthmacapitals.com. Asthma and Allergy Foundation of America, 5 May 2015.
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Our Response
The Southeast Michigan Flood Recovery Group (SEMIFRG) seeks to establish and 

maintain a network of private and public charitable resources that will provide recovery 

assistance to individuals affected by the disaster of the Southeast Michigan flood of 

August 2014. SEMIFRG provides the volunteer leadership for this long-term recovery 

effort and coordinates the services available to residents.

Responsibilities of SEMIFRG:

o Communicate available resources to address post-flood health risks

o Identify scope and depth of residential needs

o Secure and coordinate resources to support recovery

o Maximize the effect and efficiency of resources

o Oversee financial disbursement to meet residential needs

o Coordinate volunteers to activate work plans to meet residential needs

o Assist with restoring homes of people who need it the most so their homes are 

safe, sanitary and functional
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SEMIFRG Executive Committee
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The Executive Committee ensures the overall operation of SEMIFRG, addresses 

financial and legal oversight and holds voting rights. Current members include:

o Justin Bays: Director of Recovery, American Red Cross

o ShaindleBraunstein: Jewish Family Services of Metropolitan Detroit

o Bob Bruttell: Chairman, InterFaithLeadership Council of Metropolitan Detroit

o Samuel Chambers: Owner/Founder, Executive Development and Training Consultants 

o Sandra Cobb: Chief of Community Development, Habitat for Humanity Detroit 

o Terra Defoe: Assistant Director of Faith Based Affairs, City of Detroit

o Greg Geiger: President/CEO, Third Millennium Partners

o GinnaHolmes: Executive Director, Michigan Community Service Commission

o Mike Rafferty: Detroit Director, Michigan Nonprofit Association

o Rev. Greg Roberts: Wayne County Faith Based Director

o Lyke Thompson: Director, Wayne State University Center for Urban Studies

o DoneleWilkins: Metro DetroitFounder/CEO, Green Door Initiative Detroit



SEMIFRG Key Partners
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Major Accomplishments to Date
o Stood up and operated the Recovery Coordination Center by the State of Michigan in 2014 for 

a contribution of approximately $36,000.

o Secured a $350,000 AmeriCorps grant to offer case management services through the 

American Red Cross. 20 AmeriCorps members will assist residents with developing individual 

recovery plans and connect them to resources.

o Secured the services of World Renew to conduct a needs assessment of the area one year 

after the flood (more information on following slides).

o Secured the services of multiple National Civilian Community Corps teams (NCCC AmeriCorps 

members) from the National Corporation of Community Service. Members assisted with 

home repair projects from August 2014 through summer 2015. To date, more than 150 

members have assisted over 425 homes serving nearly 20,000 hours.

o Coordinating multiple Voluntary Organizations Active in Disasters (VOADs) that provide 

basement muck out/clean and home repair services. To date, VOADs have assisted nearly 

2,000 homes.

o Maintaining a continued partnership with United Way 211. Residents are able to call 211 to 

request assistance and resources. To date, United Way has received thousands of calls 

requesting flood recovery services for a contribution of approximately $108,750.
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One Year Later
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o In August 2015, World Renew completed a Needs Assessment in the Pershing 

neighborhood, an area of 2.85 square miles from Conant to Mt. Elliot, between 8 

Mile and Nevada in Detroit. This was one of the hardest hit zip codes from the flood.

o Volunteers knocked on 5,719 doors to gather data and report findings of residential 

needs. 303 of these homes were still in need of assistance after one pass through 

the neighborhood. 1,043 residents reported that they had no need.
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Estimates of Houses Still Needing Help
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Wayne State University used this data and the FEMA approval data to develop rough 
estimates of the number of homes still needing flood recovery services one year later.



Estimates of Cost for Help Needed

13THE SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN FLOOD RECOVERY GROUP  

Wayne State University also used this data to develop rough estimates of the total cost 
to provide the needed flood recovery services one year later.

*Cost was calculated to be an average of $9,639.81 per house based on World Renew data collected.


